Looking towards
2026

As the year comes towards the end, we are celebrating at our groups with Christmas films, gingerbread
house building, card and decoration making, including a non-festive themed nerf battle! We've also
enjoyed our Messy Nativity, when we told the Christmas story as a community, inviting whoever wanted to
be involved to pop on a costume or share their reflections. It’s a nice reminder of the values of Thrive that
we seek to embody all year round — holding space for people to belong, get involved and have a go, and
grow together as a community. And things are more beautiful and enjoyable because of that!

It's been a busy year at Messy Church. We have welcomed lots of
new faces alongside our more regular families, we celebrated our
10t birthday back in June, and we've been thinking a lot as a team
about how we can develop our work. It's been great to have our
young volunteers as part of the team, and to have the young people
who have been part of the Wilderness Project working alongside us:
“Being involved in Messy Church has grown confidence on all parts of
my life.” The Messy Church conference gave us lots to ponder about
being 'All Together', and off the back of that we are taking partin a
new research project alongside the national Messy Church team. We

are looking at ways to encourage young people to remain engaged with Messy Church as they enter their
teenage years and through to becoming young adults. One of the key values of Messy Church is being All-
Age, so we are looking at how we can be more 'Intentionally Intergenerational’ about the way we do things
in Messy Church, and seeing how that impacts the young people in our community. We are really excited
to be thinking about how Messy Church can be more for everyone and look forward to seeing what the
next two years brings.

2 We have welcomed new members at Totally Tuesday this past term
B and also continued to be a place of connection for those who have
started Year 7 in different secondary schools. It’s great to have such
a regular group gathering each week, which gives space for
friendships to grow and conversations to develop. Our themes have
> been picked by our young volunteer team and this term we have

BN explored a variety of topics: gossip, appearance, fake news and

= forgiveness, as well as adding in some extras like baking and a
bowling trip.

-----

It's also been encouraging to welcome
new people to WOW this term and see them settle in. Young people from six
different high schools come along, so WOW is a great gathering point in the
week for them. We have seen the young volunteers growing into taking the
lead each week, by setting up the space, leading games, facilitating discussion
groups and washing up. The adult volunteers do a great job of being alongside
them in this and helping the group to engage well — another example of how
we gain skills and experience by having a go and being encouraged.



Drop In continues to offer a warm welcome to young people after school and
we have had some new Year 7s join, who have started secondary school this
term. Week by week we’re amazed by the creative ideas that the young
volunteers come up with for everyone to join in: advent candles, bookmarks,
photo frames and canvases. We've also been able to share our creative skills
with the wider community by making table decorations for an InterACT
Christmas party —it’s always great to make a connection to what is happening
in the local area.

All of the children, young people and families who are part of Thrive had the
chance to get creative and make a cardboard gingerbread house or person,
which were put together to make the Thrive Christmas tree which featured at
St Matthew’s Church Christmas Tree festival. A celebration of creativity,
uniqueness and difference!

Our work in primary schools has continued with helping lead collective worship at St Matthew's School
alongside Rev. Simon. We ended the year with dressing up the children as Advent candles! At Easter we
shared the Easter story using some interactive Easter stations in the church, which hopefully we can do
more of in the future and connect with more local schools.

We have also worked in high school running wellbeing sessions with a small
group of girls, giving space to talk alongside being creative. At the end of the
course each person took away a bag they had decorated filled with wellbeing
prompts, some snacks and their finished creations — drawings, bracelets,
collages and wooden figures. They shared that the group had helped with

“expressing myself”, “letting my anxiety go” and “new friends”, so it felt a
valuable space to be heard and connect.

Since the launch of The Cabin in January, we have worked alongside InterACT
and gathered a team of volunteers from across the projects to form the Youth
Community Action Team (YCAT). The role of YCAT is to look after and manage
The Cabin, as well as get involved in the local area. They have helped with
decision making around our new furniture, who can use the space and how
money will be spent. There are also practical tasks to get stuck in with — cleaning the building, tending the
outside space by looking after the planters, weeding and litter picking. And we had a bit of early Christmas
excitement as we supported a community party by wrapping presents for the guests. One of the young
volunteers has a good eye for this, and shared her skills, which she claimed to have learnt at elf school!

I Another area of Thrive that has gathered young people to develop their confidence,
,.J gifts and skills is the Wilderness Project (part of the URC Yorkshire Synod), which
has seen four young people employed in roles at Messy Church, Drop In and WOW.
It has been great to hear what the experience has meant to them: “Being part of
Messy Church has grown my confidence in all parts of my life”, It’s helped me learn
1 how | work, and work with that, rather than against it”, “| feel called to support

. others and be part of a community”. As well as the opportunity developing them as
individuals, it has brought a lot to the groups they have been part of, which have
been shaped and enriched by their creative ideas, reflections and the support that
they have offered to those who come along.

=

Thank you for your support of Thrive — the time, gifts, prayer and encouragement
are the good foundation for the stories above. Hannah and Helen, Thrive staff team



